
CHARTER OF THE CITY OF SAN DIEGO

Section 76
1.  Original Charter section approved by voters April 7, 1931

Section 76: Limit of Tax Levy 

The tax levy authorized by the Council to meet the Municipal expenses for each fiscal 
year shall not exceed the rate of $1.34 on each $100.00 of assessed valuation of the 
real and personal property within the city. In addition to the foregoing tax levy, the 
Council, if necessary, shall levy annually a sum sufficient to meet the requirements of 
the pension funds herein provided for the Police and Fire Departments and the City 
Employees’ Retirement Fund. No special tax shall be permitted except as expressly 
authorized by this Charter. The foregoing limitations shall not apply in the event of any 
great necessity or emergency, in which case they may be temporarily suspended, 
provided that no increase over said limits, except as in this Charter prescribed shall be 
made in any fiscal year unless authorized by ordinance adopted by the vote of two-
thirds of the electors of this City voting on the proposition, and provided further that no 
indebtedness shall ever be incurred by The City of San Diego for public improvements 
which shall in the aggregate exceed twenty- five per cent (25%) of the assessed value 
of all real and personal property of such City, anything in this Charter contained to the 
contrary notwithstanding. This limitation on the part of the City to incur indebtedness 
shall be construed to include any indebtedness which may be incurred by special taxes 
or by the voting of bonds by the electors.

2.  Amendment voted 06-07-2016; effective 07-18-2016
 
See current Charter.  


